
ACT 1 REFERNDUM QUESTION – Redbank Valley School District 
Madison Township, Mahoning Township, South Bethlehem Borough and Redbank Township 

 
Do you favor increasing Redbank Valley School District’s property tax within Armstrong 

County by 7.7302 mills? Increased revenue from this tax may prevent (1) furloughing a librarian, 
an aide, an art teacher, a music teacher, two elementary teachers, the Dean of Students, a nurse, 
and a secretary, (2) reducing security spending and (3) increasing student extracurricular 
participation fees. This equates to an additional $176.27 tax for a property assessed at an average 
assessment of $22,803.  

 
 

 NON-LEGAL INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT 
REDBANK VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT, ARMSTRONG COUNTY 

 
Under the Pennsylvania Taxpayer Relief Act, a local school board is prohibited from increasing the rate of 
school property taxes by more than a certain percentage - called the index - established each year by the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education.  Exceptions for certain expenses can be applied for each year, but 
otherwise, in order for a local school board to raise school property taxes by more than the “index” 
amount, the local school district must first request approval of that tax rate increase by the voters of the 
school district.  
 
The Redbank Valley School District plans to raise property taxes by the index and by any amount of 
referendum exceptions that it qualifies for.  In addition, the Redbank Valley School District is requesting 
approval of a 7.7302 mill increase above the index amount.  The School District will use the 7.7302 mill 
increase to prevent the 1) furlough of its librarian, library aides, elementary art teacher, elementary music 
teacher, Dean of Students, LPN nurse aide, and high school secretary, 2) furlough of two teachers by 
moving 6th grade to the high school, 3) elimination of the athletic trainer position, 4) elimination of most 
district spending on security, 5) elimination of 10% of extracurricular expenses by mandating fundraising 
in that amount, and 6) doubling student extracurricular pay to participate fees. The School District would 
need approximately $445,968.43 of increased school property tax revenue, or a 7.7302 millage increase, 
to maintain these programs, positions, and school alignment. 
 
If a majority of voters vote “no” on this referendum question, no school property tax increase above the 
index and exceptions will occur and the School District will 1) furlough its librarian, library aides, 
elementary art teacher, elementary music teacher, Dean of Students, LPN nurse aide, and high school 
secretary, 2) furlough two teachers by moving 6th grade to the high school, 3) eliminate the athletic 
trainer position, 4) eliminate most district spending on security, 5) eliminate 10% of extracurricular 
expenses by mandating fundraising in that amount, and 6) double student extracurricular pay to 
participate fees. 
 
The current school district real property tax rate is 24.7229 mills.  If approval occurs, the School District 
tax rate will be 35.4056 mills. This increase includes a raise of .9394 mills to the index, plus 2.0131 mills in 
approved referendum exceptions, plus 7.7302 mills as approved by Armstrong County voters by 
referendum.  


