
ILLEGAL DUMPING COSTLY AT RECYCLING SITES

Written by The Office of the Commissioners
Thursday, 01 March 2012 12:20

Illegal dumping at Armstrong County Recycling Center’s ten collection sites is costing hundreds
of dollars and placing trainees from the Progressive Workshop of Armstrong County at risk to
injury and disease, said Sally Conklin, Planning Division Director

  

Conklin said since the recycling program was launched as a pilot project in 2004 with three
trailer sites, "The amount of (recyclable) material collected at the sites has increased
exponentially. Unfortunately, the amount of garbage and trash being discarded in and around
the trailers has as well."

  

In some instances, illegal dumping has resulted in the Recycling Center being contacted and
asked to remove the trailers. "In other locations, the property owners are threatening to have us
pull our trailers from the site," she said.

  

Additionally, the garbage placed in or around the trailers is causing an increase in the program’s
operating costs, because the Armstrong Recycling Center has to haul it away and pay an
average of $150-a-ton "tipping" fee charged by area landfills.

  

But Conklin said she was most concerned about the dangers posed to Progressive Workshop
trainees when handling waste materials such as moldy food containers, broken glass and even
dirty diapers. Workshop trainees participate in the Center’s recycling program as part of their
training.

  

Progressive Workshop is a non-profit vocational rehabilitation facility for individuals 18 and older
who have a diagnosed physical, emotional or mental disability.

  

Acceptable recyclable items are as follows: #1 and #2 plastic bottles and jugs; green, clear and
brown glass bottles and jars; newspapers and magazines; aluminum and steel cans, and
corrugated cardboard.

  

Conklin said, "To place any other items in the trailers, or on the ground around the trailer is
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considered illegal dumping and Armstrong County authorities will vigorously prosecute anyone
caught doing so."

  

Illegal dumping is a summary offense, punishable by a fine of no less than $50, or more than
$300, and/or imprisonment for up to 90 days in the county jail.
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