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County Electronic Monitoring Program Means Big Savings

  

 Armstrong County Probation Office announced yesterday electronic monitoring programs
(ankle bracelet) for non-violent offenders saved county taxpayers a half million dollars in 2011
by eliminating 11,519 days of jail time for persons convicted minor crimes.

  

 Deputy Chief Probation Officer Regina B. Himes, who compiled last year’s figures, said the
current costs to incarcerate a prisoner at Armstrong County Jail, in Rayburn Township, is
$44.11 per day.

  

  The Probation Office said in addition to the $496,743.00 savings the county realized last year,
the two electronic monitoring programs the office operates actually pays for itself as offenders
are required to “rent” the ankle devices at a daily rate of  between $5 and $25, based on the
person’s ability to pay. 

  

 Chief Probation Officer David Hartman said Armstrong County uses a Global Positioning type
device for persons convicted of non-alcohol related offenses, and a device called “SCRAM”
(secure containment alcohol monitoring) for people charged with drug and alcohol crimes such
as drunk driving, or possession of illegal drugs.

  

 Hartman said Armstrong County began using the SCRAM monitoring system about two years
ago with great success. He said the device not only tracks and prevents alcohol use; it has also
become a vital, behavior modification tool in changing lives.

  

 “We have had first-time DUI offenders, not normally required to wear the SCRAM device,
actually ask to wear it, especially during the Christmas and New Years holidays and all the way
through Super Bowl Sunday,” Hartman said. “Some people are that serious about getting
sober.”
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 Hartman said the greatest success has been seen among repeat DUI offenders. He said if
person can stay sober 90-120 days wearing the SCRAM, concurrent with court ordered
counseling through agencies such as ARC Manor and Family A.C.T.S., Inc, their chances of
recovery are markedly improved.

  

 Himes said records show the number of repeat DUI offenses has decreased by more than 92
percent since initiation of the SCRAM program. She said last year a total of 123 offenders were
ordered to wear one of the two monitoring devices, 63 wore the GPS device and 60, the
SCRAM. 

  

 The GPS device tracks an offender’s movement, such as to and from work. The SCRAM
monitors alcohol use only. People convicted of drug-related crimes are often required to where
the SCRAM device, because many will attempt to switch to alcohol to get “high” during the drug
monitoring period of their sentence. 

 David L. Sproat, General Manager for Advance Alcohol Monitoring Programs, said the
company’s SCRAM device is virtually “tamper-proof” and is so sensitive that it can readily
distinguish between consumed alcohol and alcohol distillates used in a workplace environment
such as certain types of paint and cleaners.

  

House hold products containing alcohol such as spray disinfectants, certain medicines and
personal hygiene products that might trigger a false reading. All readings, false or positive, must
be checked out and that means extra time consumed.

  

 SCRAM can read the smallest trace of consumed alcohol emitted through the pores of the skin.

 Hartman said proof of the program’s success can be measured in the faces of the offenders
themselves. “They come in here the first day to have the device installed and you can see
expressions of dejections and depression. Thirty days later when they return for an equipment
check, or battery change, their faces are brighter and much more alert,” Hartman said.

  

 Sproat said a similar device that will detect drug use is in development and could be available
in the next three to five years.
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 “Technology is changing all the time,” he said. “But for now, SCRAM is doing what it was
designed to do with many side benefits. Are our highways safer? Are families being put back
together? The answer is yes.”

  

  

ARMSTRONG County Chief Probation Officer David Hartman displays the SCRAM ankle
device persons convicted of alcohol related crimes are sometimes ordered to wear as a part of
the terms of their sentence.

  

  

David Hartman, Chief Probation Officer
Armstrong County Probation Office
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