Kittanning Firemen's Band is honored
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In June 1949 Raleigh Himes, Hose Company Number 1 drillmaster suggested to Bill McGann
and Dave Suckling that they form an adult band. The men discussed the idea, created a list of
28 potential members of which each accepted the invitation, and asked Enrico Colonna to direct
the band. The band was in need of a sponsor and Hose Companies Number 1, 4 and 6 all
agreed and a $20 donation purchased the first sheet music.

The band first competed in Clearfield where they earned 2" place before earning their first of
many 1 st place awards at the
Dayton Fair, the band is well known as a top competitor and is easily recognizable in their khaki

uniforms. As our country prepares to mark the 70
th

anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor, the Kittanning Firemen’s Band would like to honor
our World War Il veterans. They have organized a special concert for the veterans at their
World War Il Memorial in Washington D.C. on July 9

th

, 2011.

The anniversary of the attack holds a special significance for the band as the march “America
Forever”, written in the hours immediately after the attack, was penned by James V. Colonna,
the father of the Kittanning Firemen’s Band’s first director. The concert will be open to anyone
wishing to attend; it will feature the band, vocals by David Lindeman and a special segment of
letters from home.
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The Commissioners praised the Kittanning Firemen’s Band for being such impressive
ambassadors of the county and for their work to honor our Country’s heroes of World War II.
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